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w~ho  was  sentenced  to  death,  at  the  supreme 
Court,  holden  at  Plymouth,  on  the  4th  Tuesday 
of  May,  1806,— and  whose  Execution  was  to  have 
taken  place  at  Haverhill,  the  15th  of  July 
following,  but  reprieved  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  with  advice  of  the  Hon.  Council,  to 
the  12th  of  August  •,  for  The  MURDER  of  Rus- 
sell Freeman  and  Joseph  Starkweather, — which 
occurrence  took  place,  at  haverhill  gaol,  on, 
the  17th  of  December,  1803.    r 
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LIFE  and  CHARACTER 

OF  JOSIAH  BURNHAM. 


1  JOSIAH  BURNHAM,  was  born  in  Farmmgtbn,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  on  the  12th  day  of  Auguit,  1743  ;  "I 
received  a  common  Englifh  education,  and  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language.  At  the  age  of  15  years 
I  left  my  ftudies,  and  entifled  into  the  French  war,  as  it 
was  called,  "though  under  Great-Britain  and  the  American 
colonies  \  where  I  continued  for  three  feafons,  undergoing 
many  hardships  and  difficulties  in  defence  of  my  infant 
country.  After  my  return,  and  in  the  18th  year  of  my  age,  I 
entered  as  -an  attendant  and  clerk  in  a  ilore,  in  which  em- 
ploy 1  cdntinued  conftantly  for  three  years,  except  taking 
xme  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies,  giving  complete  fatisfaction 
to  my  employer,  -I  then 'returned  to  my  father's  in  Con- 
necticut, where  I  continued  about  one  year.  From  thence 
\  fet  out  for  New-Jerfey,  and  was  there  engaged  as  a  teacher 
in  an  Englifh  lchool  for  fix  years,  without  any  remarkable 
occurrence  happening,  On  my  return  to  -Connecticut,  I  had 
an  inclination  to  try  the  Whale-fifhery  %  'accordingly  the 
rummer  following,  at  the  age  of  26,  I  went  to  Nantucket., 
in  MaCachufetts,  where  1  engaged  in  the  bufinefs  of  my  in- 
clination. Soon  after  I  was  employed,  we  fitted  and  fet  fail, 
•proceeded  on  our  expedition,  paffed  to  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, where  we  made  a  ftand  for  a  few  days,  refitted 
and  recreated  ourfelves  by  fifhing,  which  was  really  an 
amufemeht,  as  fifh  were  very  plenty  around  thefe  banks* 
We  then  continued  on  our  voyage  to  the  Iilands  of  Zoarj* 
making  very  fuccefsfui  attacks  on  whales,,  which  were  the 
principal  objects  of  bur  purfuit.  After  having  fatisfactory 
fuccefs  we  returned,  being  on  Our  voyage  five  months  and 
fifteen  days.  On  the  winter  following,  I  refumed  my 
former  occupation  of  fchool-keeping,  in  tny  native  town  and 
#  Seven  Iflands  off  Spain,  diftric% 
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flifh-idl,  where  I  again  became  one  of  my  father's  family* 
In  March  following,  having  become  acquainted  with  the  ule 
of  the  compafs  and  the  theory  of  purveying,  I  was  determine 
ed  to  reduce  it  to  practice,  as  I  thought  it  would  be  intereft* 
ing  to  myfelf,  as  well  as  to  fettiers  in  new  countries  ; — ac« 
cordingly,  I  received  recommendations  from  three  gentle- 
men,, who  were  well  known  to  the  Prefident  of  Dartmouth 
College  (Mr.  Wheelock)  to  whom  they  recommended  me. 
1  immediately  Jet  out  for  Hanover,  and  on  my  arrival  there, 
the  Prefideht  received  toe  very,  politely,  and  offered  me  two 
rights  of  land  lying  in  Landaff,  if  I  would  fuperintend  2 
fettlement  there  5  but  the  town  being  chartered  for  the 
fupportof  the  college  before  named,  and  no7  fettlement  made 
therein,  I  declined  .accepting  his  propofals,  and  continued 
my  journey  to  Newbury,  Vermont,  where  I  IbOn  found  my- 
felf overrun  in  bufinefs,  and  my  property  rapidly  increahng. 
I  continued  in  the  bufmefs  of  furveying  upward  of  one  year, 
and  finding  it  rather  fatiguing,  and  being  tired  of  a  iingle 
life,  I  married  to  Betsy  Chase,  a  Hippoied  widow,  about  my 
age,  which  was  a  little  over  29  years  5  immediately  after  my 
marriage  we  heard  from  her  former  hufbahd,  but  he  being 
married  again,  the  news  gave  me.  fatisfacrion. — In  the  year. 
J-77%  1  began  a  fettlement  m  Coventry,  in  the  State  of 
New-Hampmire,  and  built  the  firfl  houfe  in  the  town,  andy 
from  a  vote  of  the  proprietors  (who  lived  in  the  fouth  part  of 
Connecticut)  I  put  on  ten  fettiers,  who  were  the  hrft  in  the 
town.  After  having  lived  there  about  19  years,  my  houle. 
accidentally  took  hre  and  confumed,  together  with  moft  of 
my  houfehold  furniture,  bedding,  &c.  I  then  removed  to 
Haverhill,  where  I  have  lived  ever  iince. 


Having  now  given  a  Jhor't  fketch  of  my  life,  1  will  endeavor  U 
Jhoiv  my  readers,  under  the  following   heads,  \Jl  my   temper 
and  disposition. — 2d*    abuses. — 3d.  confinement. — kthi 
criminalities.— 5th.  TRIAL, — and  clofe  with  feme   obser- 
vations, '&c. 

ift.  TEMPER  and  DISPOSITION. 

In  my  temper  and  disposition,  from  my  "  youth  ug* 
-wards,"  nothing  remarkably   happened  until  I   had   man) 

aSufes 
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kbtifes  heaped  upon  me  5  and,  I  always  had  an  eafy  govern- 
ifnent  over  the  two  faculties  ;  but  after  misfortunes  and 
abufes  increafed  upon  me  -fat  'you  will  fee  under  the  next  head  J 
my  temper  and  difpoution  began  to  be  changed — my  tem- 
per became  quick  and  jfurious— ~ my  difpofition  rtffoarhabty 
changed)  and  not  for  the  better* 


id.    ABUSES. 

To  fhow  fome  of  the  principal  abuses,  which  I  have  ful- 
lered, I  fball  now  proceed.  One  Samuel  Atkinfbn,  whom 
J  thought  a  friend  to  me,  found  I  had  taken  bonds  for  a 
large  quantity  of  wild  lands,  came  and  told  me  that  he 
fhould  fee  the  proprietors  in  a  few  days,  and  he  would  take 
the  bo'ncLsj  and  get  the  deeds  from  them  for  me,  if  it  would 
oblige  me '5 1  aniwered  it  would  very  much,  and  accordingly 
X  wrote  to  the  proprietors  to  this  purport,—"  Gentlemen 
pleafe  to  give  the  deeds  tc»  Samuel  Atkinfon  and  receive 
your  bonds  from  nim,  and  it  will  fave  me  trouble  and  ex. 
penfe."  From  thefe  lines  Atkinfon  took  the  advantage,  and 
made  the  proprietors  believe  that  he  had  bought  the  bonds 
pf  me,  and  had  the  deeds  running  to  him>  and  recorded  in 
his  own  name*  which  immediately  broke  bur  friendship, 
and  involved  us  in  the  law  for  upwards  of  fourteen  years  ; 
but  after  much  trouble  and  expenfe,  i  recovered  judgment 
againft  the  faid  AtkinFbhj  and  he not  Being  fully  iatisiied  brought 
many  vexatious  fuits  againtt  me,  which  made  me  much  ex« 
penfe,  mamefuliy  abuied  my  character,  and  finally,  reduced 
both  of  our  properties  to  a  very  low  ebb. — After  thefe  trank 
lactions,  the  faid  Atkinfon  was  committed  to  .gaol  as  a  debtor* 
vand  there  ended  his  days. 


-Another  circumftance  of  abufe  happened  to  me,  which  I 
think  proper  to  notice.- — One  evening  I  called  at  the  ftore 
of  John  Montgomery,*  and  falling  into  company  with  fome 
of  the  towns-people,  who  did  not  perfectly  agree  in  fenti- 
meht  with  me,  fome  fmall  difpute  arofe,  and  after  confidera- 
ble  debate,  anger  enfued,  and  one  man,  whom  I  Jhall  not 
'name  for  my  honor,  took  a  knife  3nd  cut  my  clothes  in  many 
*  In  Haverhill,  places. 
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places.  From  this  circumfiance  I  left  the  {lore,  and  took 
my  way  towards  home.  Before  1  had  gone  far  I  was  tripped 
up  by  a  rope  being  laid  acrofs  the  r6ad  and  very  much  hurt, 
and  fhouts  of  laughter  were  heard  around  me  ;  however,  I 
got  up  again,  and  went  on,  but  Before  long  I  was  again  head- 
ed, and  ufed  in  the  fame  manner,  at  which  they  redoubled 
their  fnickers*  From  this  abufe  I  was  not  able  to"  perform 
anv  bufinefs  for  about  eighteen  months. — Who  will  not 
judge  this  an  sbufe  ?  After  being  fhinned  by  two  heavy  falls 
on  the  ice— dragged  by  my  heels  forrie  diflance,  and  then 
foufed  into  ?.  cold  pond  of  water  and  there  left  fenfelefs.  .  Is 
not  this  abufe?  O  fliame  !  I  now  forgive  you  all;  but  re- 
member your  guilt  ! — This  I  record  as  a  faclj  which  adtually 
happened  to  me  in  February,  1803. 

■    -.  ....  - 

twill  only  mention  two  more  abufes,  which  are  of  a 
nature,  rather  lingular,  and  then  pafs  on  to  the  next  head, 
leaving  many  intermediate  ones  behind,  though  as  worthy  of 
publication  as  either  of  the  foregoing. — -One  evening  in  the 
autumn  of  1805,  a  number  of  "  evil  minded  perfons"  came 
as  a  mob  to  my  houle,  and  ordered  myfelf  and  houfekeepei* 
out  doors,  there  being  nobody  within  but  us  %  (my  wife 
having  left  me,  with  whom  I  had  lived  about  32  years,  on  account 
of  fome  trifling  difpute,  concerning  property,  which  fell  to  her  by 
one  of  her  connexions,  which  file  ref ufed  to  let  me  fjare  any  ad- 
vantage from  J — Some  of  the  mob  entered  the  houfe-top  and 
began  to  ftrip  the  boards  off,  while  many  were  on  the  ground 
tiling  their  faculties  there,  and  in  a  ihort  time  the  hoiife  was 
tzid  principally  on  the  ground.  The  mob  then  retired  with 
a  huzza  !  The  mob  confifted  of  about  fifteen  perfons  I 
"jfhould  judge,  but  I  am  hot  certain  what  number  it  did  con- 
tain.  I  concluded  I  knew  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  party, 
but  I  fhall  refrain  from  calling  names  in  thefe  my  lafl  hours; 
— This  abufe  I  alfofuffered  at  Haverhill. 

The  other  abufe,  with  which  If  jail  conclude  this  head,  is  what 
1  received  from  the  two  perfons,  whom  I  MURDERED,  and  for 
which  crime  I  am  now  under  the  fentence  of  DEATH  ! — From 
my  firft  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Freeman,  he  appeared  to  be 
a  very  fenfible  man,  and  agreeable  in  converfation,  but  rath- 
er rigid  in  his  principles,  an&  abufive  in  his  temper  ;  how- 

ever^ 
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eve:*,  I  had  no  great  difficulty  with  him,  until  Mr.  Stark- 
weather was  committed  ;  they  in  a  fhort  time  became 
very  much  linked  together,  and  having,  to  appearance,  -a 
particular  fondnefs  for  each  other  ;  and  whatever  one  advo- 
cated the  other  was  certain  to  do.  I  was  different  in  many 
of  my  fentiments  from  them?  which  kept  a  continual  bubble 
of  difpute  on  all  our  arguments,  and  often  my  temper  would 
rife  to  that  degree,  that  I  found  it  ungovernable.  On  the 
1 7th  of  pecember,  about  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  a  very 
fevere  conteft  arofe,  about  feme  uncivil  converfation,  from 
which  we  went  from  words  to  blows  5— the  conteft  became 
fo  hot,  and  feeling  myfelf  very  much  abufeo^  I  called  to  Mi \ 
Corlifs,  the  gaoler,  for  affiftance,  who  foon  came,  commands 
ed  us  to  be  peaceable,  and  withdrew  from  the  door,  in  ex- 
pectation that  we  mould  not  quarrel  any  more,,  as  he  left  us 
lefs  noify  than  he  found  us*,  but  in  a  few  minutes  I  had 
occaiion  to  call  for  further  afiiflance  from  Mr.  Corlifs,  who 
anfwered  "  be  ftill,  I  will  hear  jio  more  of  your  perambie" — 
however,  the  cpnteft  increafed  inflead  of  abating,  and  con- 
tinued until  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  and,  my  anger 
being  raifed  above  my  fenfes,  I  wreaked  my  vengeance  upezi 
them,  which  put  an  end  to  their  exiftence  I* 

3d.  CONFINEMENT. 

My  confinement  is  of  courfe  the  next  head,  which  I  prq- 
pofed  to  write  under.— -Before  I  was  imprifoned  on  amjr 
criminal  action,  my  abufes  and  misfortunes  brought  upon  me 
a  very  long  and  tedious  confinement,  on  account  of  the  lof$ 
of  my  property  ;  I  was  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  gaol- 
yard  in  Haverhill,  about  fix  years ;  after  which,  I  was  confin- 
ed to  clofe  gaol  as  a  debtor,  until  the  17th  of  December 
laft,  as  you  will,  fee  under  the  preceding  head ;  fince  that  time  1 
Jiave  been  clofely  confined  and  in  hand-cuffs,  undergoing 
all  the  horrors  of  guilt,  for  the  heinous  crime*  under  whicS 
I  nOwiland  fentenced  to.piE  ! 

"  Oh,  vile  wretch  !  can  I  pretend, 
u  God  's  my  Father  and  my  friend  V' 

4th. 

*  Perhaps  another  Mu£QERt  of  the  like  hmJ%  "Mi  never 
known,  ■'■-' 
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4th.  CRIMINALITIES. 

The  next  head  in  fucceilion,  as  you  fee,  is  my  criminalities  * 
many  I  have  been  accufed  of,  but  guilty  of  few. — The  firff 
criminal  ac°cion  I  have  ever  committed,  as  I  call  it,  is  that 
of  (<  profane  curfmg  and  /wearing"  which  I  have  been  very 
much  addicted  to,  from  my  childhood  }— X  early  began  to 
rove  in  different  countries,  and  I  found  it  a  common  prac- 
tice prevailing  in  almoir,  every  part  where  I  travelled,  par- 
ticularly in  the  army  and  on  board  of  veffels,  where  I  be~ 
Jieve  I  imbibed  within  me  this  fhameful  vice,— Another 
crime  which  I  mail  endeavor  to  advance  an  idea  upon,  which 
1  have  been  guilty  of,  is,  "  fornication  and  adultery  '$"  this 
is  a  very  fhameful  vice  indeed  !  and  againft  the  w  com- 
mands of  God,"  and  though  I  believe  millions  to  be  guilty 
of  this  vice  in  a  tenfold  proportion  to  myfelf,  it  atoneth  not 
for  me  |  for  it  is  written,  "  he  that  offendeth  in  one  point 
is  guilty  of  all." — I  ihall  now  proceed  to  my  capital  crime 
MURDER  !  of  which  I  am  guilty.—RufTell  Freeman  and 
Jofeph  Starkweather^  were  confined  in  the  Prifon  at  Haver- 
hill, in  the  fame  room  with  me,  and  all  as'  debtors,  where 
the  horrid  catastrophe  took  place  ;  O,  horrid  tp  relate  !  A 
man,  almoli  iixty  three  years  of  age,  drew  a  knife  in  angeri 
fhed  the  blood,  and  took  the  life  of  two  brother  prifoners  j 
Who  can  behold  my  guilt  and  forgive  ?  Alas,  I  received 
many  abufes  from  my  two  brothers,  but  I  heartily  admoniife 
every  one  to  «  govern  his  temper,"  and  forgive^  rather  thaij 
commit  a  sin. 

5th.    TRIAL. 

I  now  proceed  to  my  trial.— -I  was  taken  out  of  ths 
gaol  at  Haverhill  on  the  28th  of  May,  1806,  and  carried 
to  Plymouth,  and  after  the  ufual  time  allowed  by  law,  for 
me  to  prepare  for  trial,  I  was  arraigned  before  the  bar,  with 
fifteen  and  an  half  pounds  of  iron  about  pie,  Judges,  Smith, 
Wingate  and  Livermore,  prefiding.c.  After  undergoing  aii 
impartial  trial,  wherein  I  plead  pot  guilty,)  the  Jury  retired  for 
a  few  minutes  and  returned  with  their  verdict,  Quilt¥— t 
Judge  Smith  then  arofe,  aod  pronounced  She  awful  fentence 
^f  Death  J! 

QB3£RVATI£?sS, 
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OBSERVATIONS,  &c, 

I  have  now  arrived  clofe  to  the  brink  !  About  to  launch 
into   eternity,  and  take  my  paffage  either  to  the  world  of 
happinefs  or  mifery  ! — Therefore,  a  few  observations  will 
not  be  improper.     It  is  a  little  remarkable,  that  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  my  execution,  {Augiift   12,    1806)    will   carry 
me  to  the  age  of  fixty  three  years.    I  have  run  the  rounds  of 
bufinefs,  pleafure  and  trouble  j  I  have  done  with  them  ail— 
I  prize  them  at  their  real  value,  which  is  very  low ;  whereas, 
thofe,   who    are  not  experienced,    always   over-rate  them. 
When  I  reflect  back,  upon  what  I  have  feen,  heard  and 
done,  I  can  hardly  perfwade  myfelf  that  all  the  buftle  and 
pleafure  of  the  world  had  any  reality.  Shall*  I  tell  you  that  I ' 
bear  my  dreadful  fituation  with  fortitude  and  rehgnation  ?■ 
No,  I  bear  it  becaufe  I  muft  bear  it,  whether  I  will  or  no, — 
I  have  beheld  horror  and  guilt  !  I  have   feen  iupernatural 
phenomena    !  or   imagination    has    deceived    me.— I   faw 
on  the  10th  of  April  laft,  about  11  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
a  bright  circle,  appear  at  my  bed-fide,  incompafTed  apparent- 
ly with  filver  borders,  alternately  wide  and  narrow,  where- 
in I  beheld  three  faces  of  the  faireft  features  and  complexion. 
This  I  faw  before  I  went  to  fleep  that  night,  and  communicat- 
ed it  to  feveral  the  next  morning;  I  fuppofed  and  believed 
it  to  be  an  allufion  of  the  Godheady  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  fitting  therein,— In  about  two  months  afterf 
I  beheld,  at  the  grates  of  the  Prifon,  in  my  room,"  a  globe, 
tranfparently  clear,  in  the  centre  of  which,  appeared  a  red 
fpot  like  fcarlet  it  reflected   through  the  whole,  a  reddifh, 
color,  but  more  bright  at  the  top  part,  than  at  the  bottom. 
This  I  concluded  to  be  the  type  of  HelL — Thefe  Ijbould  judge 
lofted  about   two  minutes  eacby  and  then  v.anijked* 

Now,  to  you,  my  readers,  give  ear  to  the  words  of  a 
dying  man  !  Aftonifhing  to  conceive  !  I  have  ipent  almoft 
Jixty-three  years  in  fin  and  rebellion  againft  Gop  !  and  I 
feel  not  forgiven  !  My  tranfgrefiions  are  many,  and  «  the 
ways  of  tranfgreflbrs  hard."  Although  at  times  I  receive 
favors  from  the  throne  of  Grace,  yet,  I  do  not  think  my 
peace  made  with  Qqd  !    JLet  this  fad  and  awful  circumflance 

$  be 
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be  a  warning  to  all,  both  old  and  young,  and  remind  them 
to  "  be  up  and  doing,"  left  the  night  of  death  overtake  tliem, 
and  they  periih  in  their  fins  ! 

I  am  foon  to  appear  before  a  large  concourfe  of  fpec~tatorss 
according  to  the  fentence  paffed  on  me,  and  at  the  place 
of  my  final  exit,  as  I  expect-— O,  what  a  moft  fhocking  light 
it  muft  be  to  my  beholders  S  To  fee  a  man,  grown  bald  and 
gray  with  old  age,  launched  into  eternity  in  an  inftant,  as  it 
were,  and  to  "  appear  before  the  final  Judge  of  both  the 
•quick  and  dead,"  and  there  to  receive  his  fentence,  either  in 
thefe  animating  words,  f*  come  ye  bleiTed  of  my  Father,  in- 
herit the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world,"— or,  in  thefe  awful  words,  "  depart  from  me  ye 
eurfed  into  eyerlailing  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  und  his 
angels." 

Let  me  now  caution  you  all,  I  conjure  you,  not  to  adhere 
to  the  falfe  doctrines,  now  prevailing  in  many  parts  of  our  land, 
but  to  the  facred  truths,  which  are  written  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament  5 — and,  may  God  adq  his  blefling  to  you  allj 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

s*  I  go,  I  By,  and  vaniili  from  this  life." 

FINIS. 


OF  JOSIAH  BURNHAM.  11 

c£F  I  return  my  fincere  thanks  to  thofe  Gentlemen  of  the 
Clergy,  who  have  vhited  me  fmce  my  confinement,  and  for 
their  fervices  ;  and  alfo  to  other  Gentlemen,  who  have 
favored  me  with  viiits,  &c.  and  to  Mr.  Corliis,  the  gaoler* 
and  his  family,  for  their  kind  attention. 


# 


The  Public  may,  «  by  leave  of  divine  Providence,'* 

expect  a  few  pages,  on  my  Religious  fentiment3  and   my 
extraordinary  changes^  &c. 


